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Management Committee 2007/2008

Name Position
Fiona Davidson Convenor
Tracy Filby Treasurer
Gabrielle Jones Secretary
(Oct-Dec 2007)

Janet Staines Volunteer

Responsibilities

Groups & Governance
Finances & Art Space
Correspondence & Stats

Rosters & Volunteers

Coordinator
Sue Gee Committee Member Membership Registrations

Spider Redgold Committee Member IT & Website
Kathy Hart Committee Member Bookstore & Library

Monologues Newsletter

Fran Johnston Committee Member Fund raising & Corporate

Public Officer

Jeannie Sotheran

Project Coordinator

Shirley Kent




CONVENOR'S REPORT 2007-2008

This annual report presents an overview
of The Women'’s Library activities in the
2007-2008 financial year, and what a
mammoth year it has been. In October
2007, a new Management Committee
was formed at the AGM. We bid farewell
to Emma, Jeannie and Karah, as
management members, though Jeannie
has remained involved with the library as
our Public Officer and also developing
media releases. This year we welcomed
new management members Fran
Johnston, Kathy Hart, Janet Staines and
Tracy Filby (treasurer).

The group library calendar has been very
busy; the old stalwarts (AKA Lesbian
Open House and Book Club) continued
to use the space in 2007-2008, as well
as Outwrite, GLOH, Tangerine Circle,
Door In The Wall, Chorus of Women,
Wolf Study Group, The ‘C’ Word and
Creativity & Conversation. The Off The
Wall Art Space has also been busy, with
4 exhibitions this year. These were
Silent No More, Storying Our Lives,
Taken and Who'd Have Thought.

TWL hosted the launch of Margaret
Sargent’'s book “Older & Bolder”. The
event was attended by 37 people, and
Jan Breckenridge spoke at the launch.
Janet Staines and Shirley Kent have
been busy running training days for both
new and current volunteers. The
Women’s Library co-hosted an IWD
event with the Newtown Library, and |
would also like to acknowledge the
continued support of Gayle (Manager of
the Newtown Library). The IWD event
was attended by over 40 people and our
guest speakers were 2 young women
who had been volunteering overseas.
Uma Kali Shakti put her skill and time
into organising 2 fund raising events
(Feminist Fatalist), these events were
greater fun, as well as raising awareness
about TWL.

This year saw management and
volunteers doing an archaeological dig at
TWL. With the historical data recovered
we reflected on what women have said
they enjoyed in previous years, and also
what had seemed to be important to
continued growth at TWL.

The results were the redeveloping of the
WoLF Sponsorship program, and also
the trialling of the old favourite, the Short
Story Competition. The winner, Karen
Adler, was announced at the IWD event.
We also developed a TWL card which
was used to advertise TWL at events,
etc.

We have continued the work started by
Gabirielle Jones of collecting statistics on
activity at the Library. This shows a
continued trend of increased usage of
both the collection and the space. The
Women’s Library has 126 members in
2007-08, and 20 of these wonderful
women are active volunteers. Over 300
women interested in the Library are
registered on our database.

A warm and heatrt felt thanks to the many
volunteers, both new and long serving
for your dedication and support. It is the
volunteer’s energy and enthusiasm as
much as the collection and space that
encourages women into TWL, a very,
very big huge thank you.

On behalf of the Management
Committee, | offer many thanks to our
members for your support and
donations. The City of Sydney is also
thanked for funding the Storying Our
Lives Project, and waiving our rent so
that the Library can operate and continue
to support women in our community.

Finally, | would like to say how fortunate |
feel to have been the Convenor in a year
when there has been such a strong,
skilled and committed group of women
on the management committee.

(Convenor 07-08)
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VOLUNTEER COORDINATORS REPORT 2007/2008

| am very pleased to report that the new skills and share thoughts/ideas
opening hours of the library have been about Volunteering in the library.
consistently maintained over the past
year. There have been occasional days At present we have 43 Volunteers. Most
when a volunteer has been sick or of who are actively donating their time
unable to fulfill their shift, but these have and skills to the library community.
been the exception. It is often the case
that volunteers are willing to do an extra | want to acknowledge the commitment
shift so that the opening hours are of our wonderful volunteers, and thank
maintained. them for their reliability and their
enthusiasm.

New volunteers to the library have

completed two days orientation and

training with another volunteer. Volunteer (Volunteer Coordinator)
training days provided opportunity to add

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Our computer system is always a challenge and this year was no different, we start with
great plans and always need more time or more money.

This year was made more complicated because | had a full time job and so less time.
The other complication was that our web hosting and email service provider sold their
business without telling us in April, so we had two months of chasing around trying to find
who actually had our site hostage in cyberspace. We got that sorted and now the site is
on a new better place that is about the same price as before.

Also we got rid of 3 completely dead computers and replaced two with slightly less dead
computers that had been donated by International Volunteers for Peace who had more
free nearly dead computers than they needed. So now we have better computers than
we used to have. We also put more memory (donated by Beth) into the catalogue server
machine so it is not so slow. Microsoft gave us $1300 worth of software that our
computers are too old to use.

We still have dreams of getting sponsorship for new computers and a wireless network.
(Anybody got $10,0007?)

We still provide internet access for members and we replaced the members’ printer for
an actual new one. Our DarlingOnes discussion list for volunteers and the monologues
broadcast list for occasional news keep on working.

Our new webhost gives lots more functionality so the web calendar and a more
interactive web site may move off the wish list in the coming year.

Remember “oestrogen does not rot keyboards” and anything that you click ‘start’ to turn it
off is not difficult to understand it is just really badly designed.



PROJECT COORDINATOR’S REPORT; 2007-2008

This has been a busy and exciting year
at The Women'’s Library. In January we
were fortunate in receiving a small
community grant from the City of Sydney
for a project called ‘Storying Our Lives'.
This involved six art workshops where
women painted, drew, collaged or
otherwise represented their lives in
Sydney. This culminated in an exhibition
called “Storying Our Lives’ which was
well attended and received many
positive comments. The art workshops
were a lot of fun and as a result a new
group emerged called ‘Creativity and
Conversation’. This group meets monthly
at the library and women gather together
to converse and engage in whatever
creative process they enjoy. So far this
has included painting, drawing, writing,
knitting and collage. Conversing is also a
very popular activity with a wide range of
topics covered.

Another part of the project was a writing
contest and we received some brilliant
entries in this. The judges had a very
hard time finally arriving at a winner —
Karen Adler — whose entry is included in
our current newsletter. All the entries —
plus other written pieces submitted since
then — will be published in a collection

called ‘Storying Our Lives’ to be
launched at the Spring Fling.

The generosity of the City of Sydney is
greatly appreciated.

| have also been involved in running
training days for volunteers and
womaning the library on a regular basis.
My other main role is sourcing funding,
preparing funding applications, living in
hope and trying to remain positive as we
work to keep the library financially viable.

The space is now used on a regular
basis by a variety of groups, accessed
by women as a safe space to rest, read,
chat and , oh yes, borrow or buy books,
and has been host to a number of
brilliant art exhibitions. Many thanks to all
our volunteers and to our staunch and
committed management committee for
their support, hard work and good
humour.

Without you, TWL would not continue to
exist.

Project Coordinator2008

WoLF/CORPORATE SPONSORSHIP
As part of the WoLF Sponsorship drive to raise $8,000 in 2008, a number of letters were
sent to various corporations and well known business individuals seeking one off
donations or ongoing financial sponsorship of The Women'’s Library. While there was a
limited response to the drive so far, with only one donation received form Tanya
Pilbersek of $50, there are now a number of WoLF Sponsors.

We are also seeking to gain WoLF Corporate Sponsorship through donations of much
needed library equipment, such as a new computer network and library shelving. Letters
of request are being prepared for mailing to IT companies such as Dick Smith, HP, and
Apple Mac, in the hopes of obtaining at lest one new pc, though we are requesting four.

Letters have also been sent out for general WoLF Sponsorship targeting women’s
organisations, women in business, individual women, lesbian groups, and other libraries.

Fund Raising & Corporate
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TWL hosted the
launch of Margaret
Sargent’s book
“Older & Bolder”.

7

Presents
Feminist Fatalis

Jakalene Extreme — Rap Artist &
Activist
Chorus of Women — Social Justice
Choir
Beth Eldridge — Spoke Word
Performer
Dominique Khoury - Singer

7:30pm — 9:30pm Friday 30 ™ MaY

@The Women'’s Library. 8-10 Brown St,

Newtown.




SR S

e T e RS e



10



: SILENT NO MORE

: Silent No More gave women time and space to witness each other’s lives, to

: acknowledge the reality of abuse and the impact of abuse and to affirm their

: resilience and survival. Women found a voice for their experiences and a way to :
: tell their stories that moves from an abuse dominated view of themselves to a view
: which acknowledges how they have resisted and overcome the impacts of abuse :
: on their lives.

: The name Silent No More came from women who spoke about being silenced,

: both as children and as adults, about the experience of sexual abuse in their lives.

: In conversation this theme of being silenced, about abuse, about domestic :
: violence and other abuse in their lives, about mental health issues, about drug and :
: alcohol, about parenting, emerged as an ongoing theme. The name has been :
: powerful in informing conversation about silencing and secrecy and about breaking
: that silence. The art work here is a small part of larger exhibition that was held in  :
: Campbelltown in 2007.

: January-February 2008



: STORYING OUR LIVES

: Three workshops were held at The Women'’s Library during January and February.
: Women were asked to think about what living in Sydney meant to them, or to tell in
: pictures a story about their lives. Out of this emerged a diverse range of art and a
: wide range of interesting conversations. It was a unique experience to observe

: and be part of women connecting around shared creativity and the telling of their

: stories.

! Some women were artistically skilled and hadn’t painted or drawn before. Others

came along to experiment with art. One nine year old came with her mother and
: had a lot of fun with charcoal.

March-April 2008

12
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: TAKEN

: My painting is a way for me to tell the story of the ritual abuse that has happened
: to me all my life. Many people who paint about their trauma try to sho the

: badness, the ugliness of it. However, for me, the greatest effect of the abuse is
: the unshakeable belief that | do not exist, that | am not seen. So many of my

: paintings are pictures of myself, in an effort to put something of myself into the

: world where it can be seen. (An extract from Elisabeth’s written explanation of her :

P art work)

April-May 2008 Elisabeth

Who'd Have Thought

Not me that'’s for sure! This photographic exhibition reflects a passage of time.
While dark to light sounds poetic, the journey is not linear. There are many twists
and turns. We need to take what we can from each new path, and know there are
: no ends, only new beginnings.

May/June 2008 Fiona Davidson

14



Statg

In 2006 we began collecting more detailed statistic

s. Part of this was a break down

of membership categories. We also began collecting information about who was

using the library, when it was being used and what
important in guiding future decisions about TWL. T
and Tracy Filby for assistance in collecting and co

for. This information is
hank you to Hilary Monckton
mpiling this information.

Membership Comparisons 2006/2007 — 2007/2008

What does it mean? It seems more and more of our m  embers are becoming

involved by being volunteers, and there is also an
groups.

increase use of the space by

Membership Categories 2006-2007

@ Lounge

| Volunteer

0O Waged

O Part Waged
m Unwaged

O Student

| Institution

O Group

Membership Categories 2007-2008

@ Lounge

| Volunteer
O Waged

O Part Waged
| Unwaged

O Student

B Institution
0O Group

Library Usage - 2007/2008

@ Groups

B Borrowing

O Returning

O bookstore Looking
m Bookstore Purchase
@ General

returns are recorded. Specifically, do the figures
people? As the aim of collecting figures is to giv

usage, in the future these figures should most appr

people. This also means that it will be some time

extent to which the increased opening hours of the

General includes the use of the
internet facilities, not surprisingly,
this has increased significantly.
The number of groups using the
space has also increased.

To increase future validity of the
numerical information gathered, it
will be necessary to clarify how
bookstore and borrowing and
represent number of books, or
e us information about library
opriately relate to number of
before we can evaluate the
library is showing a

corresponding increase in usage. We do know howeve r, that there are more
people coming into TWL, and there are more women vo  lunteering.

Generously Supported By:
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