THE WOMEN’S LIBRARY

8O 271 NEWTOWN NSW 2042

e Women's Library is proud to present
the second year of our National Short Story
Competition.

Women from all over Australia are invited to
submit thelr writing to an experienced panel of
judges and compete for & fabulous STO00 first prize
hlication | zn Women's Book

as well a3
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ty put pen
willl

nWas

f inaugural compe
fantastic and we at TWL are eager to se¢ what
another year's worth of creative endeavour wilt turn
up. Entries closs on 31 January 1998 so there's stil
slenty of time to be a part of it.

TWL would love to hear from individuals
and businesses who may be interested in
becoming a sponsor of the National Short
Story Competition ~ it’s a great opportunity
to support women's writing in this country,
and all donations are tax deductible to boot.

Please contact either Beth Eldridge at the
Library on (62) 8319 8529 or Jane Phillips
on (02) 9560 3549 if you would like more

{ addressed envelope to:

information.
N )

The winners will be announced at a special event
to be heid in Sydney in April 1998 — mere details on
this will saon he available from the Library.

Once again the theme for the 1998 competition
is ‘open’ with a maximum fength of 2500 words. The
entry fee is $10 per story of $20 for three stories. All
entries must be accompanied by an entry form with
payment by chegue or credit card, For an entry form
and condgitions of entry, please send a stamped self-
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s many of you will know, since May this year the
Library has been under the steering hand of a brand
new coordinator — we'd now (finally!) like to formaily introduce
Beth Eldridge.

Beth comes 1o The Women's Library from a varied
working l)ackgmund with a whote ot of solid life
experfence thrown in - De'{cci for a demand ing.
J’“"'fc{taaza ”Td necess

~
O

[
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Beth to TWL and mank et for the amazing
contribution she has already made.

THE BETH ELDRIDGE STORY
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g heiping o cle parmts
igeare while they went back to work of stw‘y

T‘ae irony of being economically forced to work at 3 job
that encouraged other women in my position to dlimb the
iadder only to headhut the glass ceiling did not escape me.
After four years and despite numerous altempts 10 convince/
demand feeduce politicians snd department heads at every
conferenge | attended 10 s FCS system {espec;:—;ﬁay %r.
regard (e ;mo;:se on Sod S'«u.uv pensions), my resentmen

‘ ngrew, as gid my HECS dabt, and | decided to

- reiationshiy
twisted deswe for D Pensnan discipline ~ mgar my W ki i
life as a mothercraft nurse. At the time | actuaiiy enjoyed the
fcrl‘pany of children. This transitory, perhaps hormonatly-
nduced state mysteriously dissipated when | gave birth (o my

m and sek-
aut ry job
.? 10 SOMEons
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programs - tye’ an (? H)u " This was

' C? uTi‘ f‘-"

et must have called every cenyre in
care and wor 1 and r und noth

3 fantastic €X H 3
coming full circie end s geilng 1o work |
i'd spent all those years studying,

Then the new Cc\crrmw prough v
ABC lost eround te ent of dis ‘ur;o‘ 0 and everylody
walted to see where the axe would {all, There was ne change
of getting any ongoing work, freelance budgets wese restricled,
radic drama pul projecis on hold.

YWhen this position as coordmator came up at The Women's
Library it was like manna from heaven, For the iongest time
I'd prayed to the gods to waork in & piace where | could be
surmounded by books and gorgeous, intelligent and weative
women, Needless 1o say my faith has been restored! | guess
you coufd say I'm atlast in @ staie of vocational ecstasy.’

b smden.
and snent

ciasses, (s
al the uni 1o use
five giorious v

B, Y

first years were & ; curfon niclagy fsnd

biglegy, structured deliber 7
the co-op so | could easily breastfesd my Cc.u'”‘{&‘ Vwiy
whao wias only three weeks oid when | tar‘cci my SeCondt year.
While & member of the co-op | spent five years
coordinating the rosters which changed every semaster — skilis
i never realised I'd be calling on againt Over the five years |
did two degreas, the second being & Masters in Theatre Studies.
| had wanted 1o keep studying, perhaps ty for 8 PhD, but BETH ELDRIDGE, TWL COORDINATOR
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TWL WELCOMES CUR NEW MEMBERS
Rebecca Wool
Ros Wall

Sara Anderson
Sarah Tighe-Ford
Shobhna Kumar
Sonya Reid
Stephanie Brown
Susan Diewich
Susan McGukin
Tara Morelos
Yvonne Thomas

Helen Pavlin
] Peacock
Jacqueline Gardiner

Janita Suter
Barbara Williams Joy Reoss
Catherine Brennan Julia Ryan @
Cherrie McDonald Julie Cairnes
Katrina Wills
Danz Cohen Mardhiah Osman
Danielle Finlay Margot Oliver
IDeborah Helmrich Margot Patterson
Donata Fiord Marisha Crooks
Lllie Bray Maura Qutterside
Gillian Anderson  pMichelle Levick
Gretha Golds Monica Long

Connie Ho

oz Conunued om

Rebecea Wapels, Iita Haddad, Ros Wall, Rose Bollen,
Rosemary Lowse Beatton, Ruuth Armstrong, Sandi Jefis,
Sarah Groenewegen, Sarah Goffimann, Savah Wiight, Swey
Carter, Stephanie Brown, Stephanie Sparke, Susan
MeGucekin, Tamarts Cameron, Tatiana Gibson, Terri
Zervafa, Tricia Dearborn, Uma Kali Shaka, Vida Carnegy,
Wendy Holz

SHORT STORY COMPETITION

THANKS TO Catharine Clements, Emily Clak, Jane
Phillips, Katalin Virag, Kyhic Lowson, Margy Burn, Pearlie
MeNeill, Shelly Pearce, Snnone Ford, Vee Carnegy, Cathy
Gallagher

DESIGIN — Shavon Flancock

MAILCUT

COORDINATORS ~ Donna Wilcox, Anne Jones

THANKS TO Beth Eldridge, Simone Ford

WITH SPECIAL THANKS

DESIGN + DTP OF NEWSLETTER — ingrid Urh
ACCOUNTANT ~ Lee Payne

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE — Una Kali Shaku, Fiona
Parteous, Rachel Mocerman

VOLUNTEER YIDEC SOCIALS — Terri Zerafa

FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS — Vee Carnegy

PLANT MAINTERNANCE - Glemiler Robers

DONATION COLLECTION - Fiona Millhouse

COMPUTER SUPPORY - Donua Wilcox, Anne Jones, Fiona

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED

e ACER Newsletter —
Australian Council for
Lducational Research

e ANEWSBA -

Association of Non-English
Speaking Background
Women of Australia

¢ Ausvalian Journal of
Femilnist Studies in Religion

o Carnfvale guide

e Charities Bulletin

e Earthivise Aomen

& Family Matrers — Australisn
Institute of Family Studies

¢ Gay and Leshian Parenrs
Coalition International
(GLPCH

& Co (Gil! = Sydiney Woimen's
Fesuval

e Graperine

e Hearrcentre Newsletier

¢ Homopliobia - What are
o scared xjf?

e Flooier

© H(Q

® Juner Poie

¢ [nroraanonal Peage Updare

¢ Jessie Street National
Women's Library
Newsletier

¢ Knch (best of Streetwise)

v [ eshiana

€ Leshian and Gay Solidarity
Newsletier

e [eshians on the Loose

e Lozhiz

& Lifesaver = Gay and
Lesbian Ann-Vielence
Project

& MA News - journal of the
Maternity Alllance

o Media Centre Newos —

National Women's Media

Centre

Mowntain Lesbian News

Museletter

National Library of Austialia

News

Nenvork — Roural Women's

Network

Neios — State Library

of NSW

Newswaite = NSW Wetery'

Centre

Newetown Ties

Public Library News

Queensland Pride

Queeensland 1iuman

Refractory Girl

Screaming Hyena

Sydncy Star Ghserver

Syduey University Momen's

Studies Centre Newslever

Syduey Hennen's Liberation

Newsleiter

Ialking Topether —

Council for Aboriginal

Reconciliation Warnup

HWEA Cowrse Mandbook

HVEL Inforsied

1SN Newstetter —

Wowmen Incest Survivors

Network

Hamen Alond — Armidale

District Women's Centre

Monien and Paid 119k
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RESOURCES RECEIVED
DONATED BY AUTHORS, CONTRIBUTORS & EDITORS

e Ceapetery Murders - Jean Marev

e No Daglter of the South — Cynthia Webh

o Cplando’y Sleep - Jonniler Spry

¢ Jorid Zone ~ Rebecca Beguin

& Fhe Acriists Daghier — Ellva Baclse

e Car Maiirenance, Paplosies and Love = Edived by Susan
Flawthorne, Cathne Dunsiord. Sosi Saver

e Peasls and Bulives —

Lizz Murphn
& JRivery fadoe - Catdy Phillips

Porteous, Hana Kaplin

BOOK COLLECTION + REFERRALS -~ The Fununia Beokshop
NEW BOOKS DORNATION ~ The Beakshop, Newtown
MEMBERSHIF ADMIMISTRATION ~ Apdres Griffhe, Terr Zeraty
LEBRARY PROCESSES SUBCOMMITTEE — [Lose Bollen. Cath
Kevin, Frona Porteous, Rachel Moorman

PROCESSING OVERDUES ~ Marny Kilby

SORTING BOOKS 18 STORAGE - Cathurine Clements

@




(The Women’s J\ib/mr_y

- _Aims

To house a comprehensive range of feminist
and lesbian novels, texts, journals and magazines,
and in particalar 1o house all Australian
leshian books and magazines

o B
To house required reading for tevtiary courses 29 Thursday
in Syduey that forus en iwomen’s issues ¢ TWE Annual General Meeting
) M o 73 Garden Street, Alexandria
To hause the works of Aboriginal 6.30pm
and Torres Strait [slander wwomen
® 31 Saturday
To hause a collection relevant to wemen « TWL National Short Story Competition
of non-English speaking backgrounds Closing date for entries
s
To provide a comfortable and accessible space
or borrowing, reading and relaxing
f B e Date to be announced ..
To act az a local women’s resorree catre « TWL moves to new premises
¢ Centact the Library for dates and details

To provide a children’s room with a range
J ) 0
of great children’s books

8 Sunday

¢ Go Girl! Sydney Women's Festival
The Domain, Royal Botanic Gardens, Sydney
Phone Thea Butler 02 9664 1417

3 Friday
SA?;UESDAY TO FRIDAY - 11AM TO 8PN « TWL Natilonal Short Story Competition
URDAY AND SUNDAY - 1AM TO 5piy Awards night

Closed on Monda ¥

73 GARDEN ST, ALEXANDRIA
PHONE (02} 9319 0529
EMAIL tw!@rainbow.net.au

The Feminist Boéksh@p

Books for a changing world
W e
Shop 8, Orange Grove Plars
Baimain Road, Lilfield, Sydney NSW 2040
Phone (02} 9810 2666 » Fax (021 9818 5745
OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday 10.30am to 6.00pm
Saturday 10.30am to 4.00pm + Closed Sunday
[ T P 8
lssues for women in the '90s

Subscribe now for yourself or for & friend.
Vacations - Australia’s leading travel
magazine. Happy travelling!

Reseurce and mfonnmation cendre TELEPHONE (02} 9555 7477

1O% student diseount

®



n the move in February 1998 is The Women's
Library's next adventure.

South Sydney City Council is currently renovating TWE's
new home, a building just behind Newtown Library, and
we're expected 10 be settled in by late February 1998,
Keep in contact with the Library for details.

Once again, Scuth Sydney City Council is continuing to
support the Library by providing removalists, trucks and
people to reassemble the shelves, but we'll stiif need plenty
of help pulling down and putting the Library back together.
WE REED...

« Book packers, stackers and labeilers

¢ People to help disassemble shelves

= Anyone handy with power tools, drills or hammers
 People to set the new library up i.e. book unpackers
« Anyone who can spare a few hours tc help
CORNTACT

Cail Beth £ldridge, Coordinator of TWL, on 9313 0529
or leave a message if you're able to help.

WE'RE STILL CPEN

Until February 1998 the Library will be open as usuai at
73 Garden Street, Alexandria. Our opening hours are
Tuesday to Friday 11.00am to 8.00pm and Saturday to
Sunday 11.00am to 5.00pm,

B ere is your chance to help The Women's Library
move, We have a new venue, we now need 1o put
more things in it and get people to help out with the
January 1998 move. Maybe you can denate one of the
following, or you may know of a company who would
be intarested in sparing a particular item.
WE WOULD LIKE...

© Fax machine

© Video recorder

« Ergonomic chair

« Microwave oven

= Macintesh computer
+ |BM compatibie computer (minimum 486 SX)
+ |aser printers in good working condition

CALL US ON 9319 0529 iF YOU CAN HELP!

s Shelving

¢ Smail stereo system
= Answering machine
+ Good guality lounge suite

A REGUEST FOR COLLABORATORS

udent is seeking to collaborate with leshian- and

2 bisexual-identified women from non-English speaking
backgrounds or: a thesis exploring the intersections of
women's sexual and ethnic identities.

I am keen £ hear about your experiences of negotiating
multiple identities as well as your thoughts on displacement
and 'marginalisation’. Confidentiality is assured.

Please cail Katalin Virag on 02 9750 0486 {H} or
write to me at 124 Lakemba Street, Lakemba NSW 2795,

BLACK AKD MIGRANT WOMER
WRITERS

ant {o get together with others to share, support,
¥ feedback, lsugh and agonise over cur efforts to pul

¢ pen to paper or fingers to keyhoard? Whether you're a
© heginner or &n experienced writer, you're welcome to join us,

We meet (usually over some food) at each other's
homes, fortnightly Saturday afternoons, 4pm to Gpm,
For more infermation contact Uma on 02 9564 3227,

ELAINES PAST PIECES

FURNITURE & CURIOS

105 Enmore Road, Newtown, NSW
PHONE 02 9517 2010
MOBILE 0418 961 427

Elaine Vassallo, Proprietor

EASTERN FLAIR

Handicrafts direct from the impaorter

219-327 KING STREET, NEWTOWRN, NSW
PHONE 07 8565 1489
FAX D2 9565 1174




oluntears at The Women's Lilirary provide over
150 hours of labour per week and are the
backbone of TWL's operations.

As you all know, TWL is a volunteer-run community
organisation with over 100 gals volunteering their ideas,
time and muscle-power to keep TWL in operation.

Apat from the essential tasks of staffing and administering
! the Library, volunteers organise bookstalls at fair days, sort

donations, weite articies for and produce the newsletter,
sell chocolates, prepare grant applications to funding bodes,
organise the TWL National Shott Story Competition — the
tist goes on. From ail this, an active social life often resuits.

Many volunteers staff the Library for four hours a week
each, assisting users to access the coliection, processing
books and performing many other essentis! functions ~
volunteers ave what keeps the Library alive!

We spoke to a volunteer, Terri Zerafa, about her
experiences of volunteering at the Libvary. > > > >
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RELAXATION AND REMEDIAL MASSAGE

Rosemary Gibbs

Ty Roreona senre ARG

& Faal grest ¥ Release muscle tengion
% Save time with optional home service

ANNANDALE PRACTICE
frCNE 02 9569 9390 & MORILE 0414 699 390

HOW DID YOU FIND OUT ABOUT TWL?
TERRI> Vel i recall picking up a newsletter at The Feminis!

Eookshop in 1994 and read about TWL and wanted tG get
involved i it Then, but weas involved in my studies of Fine

Arts. [ finished study last year and found myself with & bit
more time, so | joined up this year, January 7997,

WHY DID YOU START VOLUNTEERING?
TERRI> /g heard about it, 1 love books, ! love 1o read and
§ just wanted to be involved in an organisation and a

cammunity of women to work together to formyiate &
social and reading communily.

WHAT KIND OF ACTIVITIES HAVE YOU BEEN
INVOLVED WITH AT TWL?Y

TERRI> I'm involved in staffing the Library on Tuesclys
and Thursdays, two days a week, and now | deal with
membership applications. {'ve also helped out with fund-
raising activities at vatious information and book stalfs.

{ dict one at the Lewra Community Centre and fafked to
people about the Library | gave out feaflets and fhad & great
dlay meeting other women's Sroups. | even gt a {oo!
miassage and seve some belly dencing and ! thought if this
is what volunteering's aff about, count me in!

WHAT DO YOU THINK OF TWL?

I think it's great, it's & really welcoming space, fenjoy
heing here. evershody’s Triendly, everyhodly's weltoming.
Fus even started some social video nights on Fricgys.
There's @ poster &l the Library about what's coming up
next and there's a list for people 10 put thewr names down.
Ve start off with & short or @ documentary and then have
3 feature. Vile've had a Murder Most Hoid episode called
‘Overkill* with Davan French, the film ¥Wihen Mightis Falling,
and some Yens episades. We bring cur ewn food and
drinks ang it's & ol of fun!
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Here is a sample of the kind of beoks you can find in
The Women’s Library. Al of the following tiles Trave beent
donated by the publishers or the awthor. Thank you to the
Sollowing publishers, authors and veviowers for your support.

GROWING UP ITALIAN IN AUSTRALIA

EDITED BY BARBARA WALSH

STATE LIBRARY OF NSW, SYDNEYT 1993

This ¢ollection of autobiographical accounts strikes most as
an importan: representation of the diversity of Italian
Iigrant wonien'’s cxperience.

The reader guickly abandons any expectation of
uniform retrospectives of childhood. While experiences of
homes that were patriarchal stomping grounds have
frequent representations, so too do those that feature
strong. posttive and sustained family tics.

The contributars recount common experiences of the
exclusion, camaraderie, cruelty and warmith of immediate
and extended fanilies, school and the soeet. Bat individual
slants on the experience and interpretations offer differem
insights into the migrant experience and wamen's
subjectivity,

In the
generation Nalian womewn, Forza ¢ Coragro, there is a
pervasive sense of struggle and suffering. bn Growing Up
Malicu in Awustralia this gives way to greater feelings of
freedom and hope in the lives of those who have
experienced what has been made available by their

arhier sister collection of accounts by first

mothers’ works and sacrifices.

While the standard of the writing on the whele s fairly
high, this 15 a secondary wsue o the project of collecting
these preces. In 2 field where relatively litte research has
been done this is an Invaluable resouree.

CATHERINE KEVIN

THE ACTIVIST'S DAVUGHTER

ELLYN BACHE

SPINSTERS INK, MINNESOTA {997

This book tells the story of Beryl Ruosingky, a sevenreen-
year-old Jewish givl living during the height of the
Anmerican Civil Rights Movement in 1963, 3 gdme of
profound politcal and social discontent.

Bervls mother s an uncomentional avil rights activia
whese activisity is 3 source of embarrassiment for Beryi,
sechyg ber mother conduct as undignified.

As a result Beryl feels a need to be anonymous and
rormal’. That’s her, the Acivists dawelioer” = 0 weas a
senrinal moaren. T lnew oo hings, T wanted o be anenynmons,
Tvasted wevenge agasnst Aother”

As wi act of rebellion she enrols at the University of
MNorth Carolina, deep in the South, It is here thar Beryl
struggles to blend in and come to terms with ber own
‘difference’. 1o iy also hore thae she sees finst hand the very
thing that her mother 5 fightung againgt ~ discrimination
on the basis of race and colour - as she unwitingly
becomes involved with peaple her mother would approve
of - activists,

1963 was the year thae the University of North Carelina
admitted Karen Parker, the first African-American woman
on campus, whose journals and articles helped Bache to
write this book. The Aecivists Danglier captures the essence
of historical moments — such as a character named Emily
Maoscs based on Karen Parker’s vwn story and the
assassination of President Kennedy — without overwhelming
the story of Beryls coming-of-age.

The Activist’s Danghter is 3 moving and endearing tale
which engages the reader with Beryls story while touching
ou social and political issues as she encounters racism,
sexism and hypocrsy.

LOUELLA VILLADIEGO

FREEROM AND ENTRAPMENT:
WOMEN THINKING THEGLOGY
EXTED BY MARYANNE CONFOY, DORCQTHY A LEE
AND JOAN NOWOTNY
DOVE PUBLISHING. 1995
For many wonten fremy a Christian background, @ growing
feminist consciousness can bring an uneasy awarenéss of the
inequalivy and misogyny that can exist within varied
Christian rradition.

Some leave the Church, wrning 10 other spivituad

or disavawing religion entirehe Others choose «

ot witd

ave 15owritten by just such women. The comrilntors

present @ range of topics and speak from & vaviery of
perspectives: Catholic, Orthodox, Anglican, Protestant and
Aboriginal.

Of paroicular interest to me were Anne Pattel-Grev's
Not yer Tiddas’, and Muriel Power’s “The Christian
Origing of Feainizm’, both of which speak of the history of
feminism i Austratia which has, to seme extent, 1ts origin

in religions movements.
While both articles speak of the history of the
Australian wowmen'’s movenent, Pawrel-Grey gives a

+accownt of Aboriginal wemens appression at the

o
[tH

soberin
bands

Australian feminist theology i pardeular, and Aususlian
forinism i general, Iiave histerically been both racist and

bath white men and women, arguing thas

st, and seil] are to a large extent,
The cellecgon i on the whole w very biteresting and
he

clag

thought-provoking read, both for veaders within
Christian chureh and those with a wider Interest in both
theology and feminist theory.
RACHEL MOERMAN

THE DESCENT OF WOMEN
ELAINE MORGAN
STEIN AND DAY, NEW YORK {972
This author examines the message of Genesis, the legend of
the ‘jungle herituge’ and the evolution ol man as a hanting
carnivore, and reaches some starthing conclusions — and all
this with a rare turn of witl

Now, despite the face that evolutionary thinking has
been waking great sorides, and that archacologls

1

s, geologists, chemists,

cthnologists. palacontologis
biologists and physicists are closing in Gom all points of the

1

(3)



compass on the ceneral area of the mystery of modern
human beings, there is sull the general consensus that
ek in the contre remainy the Tarzanlike fgure of the
rowt the trees, saw a grasstand
von, aned becane a Mighty

prehominid wale whe came d:
teeming with gamie, picked up
Huater',

Morgan feels that thi
procecds to offer some
theories of what really fu
some twenty miflion ves

Morgan answers pian
why, if we began as qu
What was the advant
proposes are backed up with 2
research. She presents a fuisome bibliography. A very

P of old cobblers, and
sating and very credible
wd when our history began

miriguing questions such as,
eds. did we stand upright?
> Certatndy the theories Morgan
considerable amount of

thought-provoking book.
BETTE DUNCAN

HAVING IT ALL

MAEVE HARAN

SIGNET. LONDON 1991

It is said that when a young, glavorous woman has a high-
powered job, no money warries. a handsome and loving
hushand and two adorable children (with a nanay o take
care of thelr every want}, that she ‘has it all’ - but does
she? And ar what price?

Hlaran hersell’ bas beer s successful TV producer and
mother of two smalt children. In her novel Having I 4l
she explores with rare insight the difficuity of balancing =
fast-paced existence with the joys and pitfalls of family Jife.

Haran's heroine, Liz, believes that she can have it al
when she accepts, at her ‘Joving' husband's instigation
mind vou, the jolr of program controlier at Metro
Television. But is she the “token woman' or is she really
being given the anthority (o present quality programming?

And how do hey best friends feel about Liz’s glittering
success? Well, Ginmy. the Happy Homebody — the one
who bakes her own cookies and never runs our of ice
cubes and whose two equally adorable children are ronally
her own responsibility — acnually envies Liz.

But Ginny's is not a destruciive envy unfike their
mutusl riend Briw. Beautiful and blonde Brit of the fong,
long legs likes married men - just guess what she does? So
Lizs search for a heter way of living and the surprising
choices she makes, have a life changing effect.

This is a witey and perceptive read. | thoroughly
enpoved this one and reconmend it o all those who are
having second thoughis shour their bfe.

CECILE MASTERS

ithough we have a steady trickle of new books

sent to us for review, we would like to include
reviews of some older favourites as weli, not only because
this informs and enthuses a new generation of readers bul
also because the bulk of our holding are the generous
donations of those goodies.

SISTER GIN

JUNE ARNOLD

THE FEMINIST PRESS. NEW YORK 1975

This has got o be one of my all-time favourite lesbin
novels. 1 read it when 1 was coming-out in my thirties and
this gem was one of the tools that gave me much hope.

I mean, love between menopausal women? ‘How!
There’s hope Jor me yet”, 1 remember thinking at the ume.
What's more, these women are buile on the:same
volupruous cosy lines as myself.

The story is well written, honest and validating.
Anvthing that gives us hope is 2 definire "Do-Not-Miss’
and gets five stars from me!

THE BEST LOOKING WOMEN IN BONDI JUNCTION
SHARON O'KEEFE, ILLUSTRATED BY KAZ COOKE .
PENGUIN. MELBOURNE 1989
In keeping with my theme of ‘older’ wonen, here s the
diary covering a vear in the Jife of fictitious Nancy
Bedding. Once again it's a funny ~ in face, utterly hilarious
— report of the daily hives of a whar teels like a group of my
womer friends and L

But m rhis mstance dealing with the minutiae of dhe
reality of the lives of feisty, annoying, brave, crabby women
vwenty to thirty years my senior. These are my
Kuia/women elders who are still fighting i, learning,
sharing and hanging cut with their mates. It’s a frothy, fun
book very much complimented by our Kaz's clever cartoons.,

WITH WINGS: AR ANTHOLOGY OF LITERATURE

BY WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES

EDITED BY MARSHA SAXTON AND FLORENCE HOWE
YIRAGO. LONDON 1987

[ taughed, | cried, | gasped, I died {of shame) but
vltimately 1 fekt much joy, enlightenment, cmparhy and
empowerment from having the privilege o share in the
stories of these women, both poetry and prose.

Some pieces = such as by Alice Whalker, which 1 already
knew and treasured — still bring tears, while others gave me
invalvable insights.

The book becomes a map and guide for sarvival and
courage, so either vou will be comforted and validated by
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these women or will have the opportunity to fearn some
valuable Tessons. For me, | know that thelr words will not
only remind me to enjoy Hfe as T experience it right now,
It also continue o echo and reverberare into the futere.

TRUTH TALES: CONTEMPORARY STGRIES
BY WOMEN WRITERS OF INDIA
EDITED BY KALI FOR WOMEN
THE EEMINIST PRESS. MEW TORK 1986
Being of South-Asian descent 1 was extremely excited
when this hook was published. In spite of the more than
four generations removed from India, 1 could sl idemify
with the cudtures as depicted in the pages of this book,

For those who want to know how pauriarchy and
sexizmroas well & vavious other forms of oppression operate
in different cultures and countries, these srories are

languages ~ 1 am much mare willing to plough through
this book. It's worth it, to get o the absolute gems.

Also, after | gor used to the rhythm and cadence of the
words and style, 1 found 1 could ‘hear™ the women
sterytelling in my mind in the oral tadition.

We all live with 2 multitude of oppressions, some of us
having more than others, mud these women certainky are
often at the worst receiving end. But believe me, they're "in
yer face’, “elling it like it is". ‘nor pulling their punches”.
Beeause of the very specificity of the steries, they became,
in essence, universal,

Violence, stapidity, miustice, poverly are temperec by
lsughter, discovery, ingenuity and sheer blaody persistence.
1 can't belp being proud and overjoyed by these, my Sistren!

UrA KALI SHAKTI

SMuminating and informative. We.can gain wuch from
Jearning how our sistahy clsewhere sirvive and wiumph in
spite of circumstanees.

Certainly another book to teaswre for irs abilities ©
allow us the oppertunities to expand our knowledge and
understanding hopefully leading to a truer sense of
sistahond and solidarity.

LIONHEIART GAL: LIFE 5TORIES OF JAMAICAN
WOMER

SISTREN

THE WOMEN'S PRESS. LONDON 19856

For me these womnen are my troe sistahs/Asdsoren. They are
also Black “working-class’ women, survivors with the
wonderfal sense of humour, jow. and abiliy 1o werk bard
tor what they want.

The main ‘problem’ for readers s, | suspect, going w be
the ‘pareis’ or colloguial language much of this book 5
written in. Unless we can interpret /tmanslate” the style of
the waords used, we may Jose or even fail to grasp what the
stories are about.

Mind you, having for years had w0 read European books
which often were smattered wich French and German ete,
and no trambatons included - the asumption beig that all
readers were or should be familiar with these colomising

Bookselier

i 131 York Street
Sydney NSW 2000
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73 GARDEN STREET, ALEXANDRIA

AGERNDA
1. Report by the Convenor of management committee

activities for the past year

Financiaf report by the Treasurer

Appointment of Returning Officer

4. Eiection of management commitlee members

5. Any other business

CAKN | HAVE & SAY!

If you have an issue that you wish 1o raise al The
Women's Library AGM, you may do so under ltem 5 of
the agenda. If you wish to do this please provids detail
in writing, outlining your concerns. Address your fetter
10 Michelle Pearce, Convenor of The Women'’s Library,
PQ Box 271, Newtown 2042.

2,
3.

We want them!
You've got them!
Sendd them!

If you would fike to comment
on any of the articles in this issug,
PLEASE SEND YOUR LETTERS to:
he Editorial Committee,
¢~ The Women's Library
PO BOX 271, NEWTOWN 2042
EMALL (wiGrainbow.net.ay




E BUY A BOOK TO JOIN THE LIBRARY

You can buy & book te donate to TWL in lieu of membership fees
from & st of titles lodged with The Feminist Bookshop
{acdress below). Simply bring your book, membership form and
The Feminist Boakshop receipt to TWA during opening hours
and we will process your membership on the spot.*

E SPONSOR A COORDINATOR SCHEME

You can become a sponsor of the Libirary by donating $1C or more
on & monthly basis. This amount is tax decuctible.

Sponsors of the Library are sutomatically members and the money
you donate goes solely toward emplaying a full-time Library
Coordinatar which will enable the Library 1o be a self-sufficient
and effective community based setvice.

Payments can be easily made through automatic deductions from
& credit cars or periodical payment arrangements with your hank.
If you would like to know more or become a sgonsat, please
contact the tbrary.

B BOOK DONATIONS
: £ 1o gons

HOW THE WOMER’S LIBRARY WORKS

E MEMBERSHIP

You rust become @ member of The Women's Library (TW1)

to be eligible to borrow books. Mernbership fees per year:

« $50 funded institutions

e 530 unfunded institutions and waged individuzls

« $20 unwaged individuals

» 55 unwaged high school students

TWi accepts Visa, Bankeard, and Nastercard.

B LOAN DEPOSIT

Members must lodge a $10 deposit with us before borovdng,

as security against usreturned, damaged or very overdug books.

This deposit is held by TWL until you are no fonger 2 mermber.

Rembers who have dore volunteer work for the Library on 2

nurer of occasions (active members) are exempt from this deposit

E LOAN PERIOD

e Teeo weeks for ali

¢ One week fo
— $50 instit

® Periodicals

c for the Library's collection,

s The Women's tibrary 73 Gargen Sweet, Alexandria
« The Feminist Bookshop

&

and phototop abiz for Librany
£ LONG DISTANCE BORROWING
This service is auailable 1o members. Plezse coman TV fory
injormation,

B BORROWING VIDEOS

Videos are available for ioan by members for a period of one

week and require a refundable holding deposh for ach loan

of $50 for institutions and $20 for individual members.

B REMEWALS

Loans may be renewed in person or by phone, unless they &g
oi reserve.

WAYS YOU CAN SUPPORT
THE WOMEN'S LIBRARY

B BECOME A MEMBER
Please filt out the form helow. A
membership fees keep the \
entitled to boirow books from the Litnary, receive T
four times a year, and eligible to vote at our AGM.

G

g 2z, Baimain Road, Lilyfield

Fizase 0l has a ne-sirings-altached donatiens policy.
TWL reserves the right 1o decide whether a donated item wilf be
integrated int the colection, discarded, exchanged of sold,

B TAX DERUCTIBILITY

To make it more inviting for you to donate mongy 10 TWL, your
donations are 1ax daductible. You can donate & collection of new
soniks (which must ba valied by an approved valuer) or any item
that hae been purchased by you within the last twelve months,

and claim the value of that donation as a tex deduction,
B BEQUESTS

9 0

« ekt dongted under s scheme need to be valued al o mininum of
$75.00 for woged membsership, and §15.00 for unwaged membership,
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wae of THE WOMEN'S LIBRARY please fili out this form and enclose a cheque or money oroe: payabie
“bership feas are listed below. Donation of a new title specified on a bst at
206 of the membership fee. LET US KNOW IF YOU CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS.

To becor i
10 THE WOMEN'S LIBRARY INC.
The Feminist Books? :

(S A

NAME . e et .DATE
ADDRESS ... . e e e et e
POSTCODE ... BHONE (MOMEY oo AWORKD e

STITUTIONS PER YEAR T} 30 WAGED PER YEAR
T} 55 0GR SCHOOL STUDENT PER YEAR

HOW DID YOU HEAR
FEE ENCLOSED:

m PLEASE SEND ME iFG : AEOUT THE LERARY COORDINATOR SPONSORSHIP SCHEME
PLEASE RETURN 17 form 10 THE WOMERN'S LIBRARY INC. PO BOX 271, NEWTOWN 2042




22nd to 26th

Sea kayaking, New Zealand
from $1175 Air and land

26th to 30th

Women only Sailing Week
New Zealand
From $1409.40 All incl.

24th to 29th

Dinah Shore
Golf Tournament

Znd te 18th
Vietnam Trek

27th to 7th August
Australian Triangle

16th to 23rd

Wornen's Week, Vanuatu
i5i to Bik

Gay Games, Amsterdam

19th to 16th

Women's Music Festival
Michigan

Sth to 21st
inca Trail

12th to 18th

Women's Week
in Provincetown

Xmas at
%4 Cinderella Street
Women's Guest House
in Cairns

See us for ALL your travel needs, including:
* Flights  Visa applications = Bus tickets
« Women's accommodation = Women-only tours

2TAR04042




