THE WOMERN’S LIBRARY INC,

NEWTOWN NSW 2042

PO BOX 271

DALE SPENDER AND ANNE DEVESON LAUNCHING THE WOMENS [IBRARY

TWEL CORTACT BETAILS

ADDRESS 73 Garden St, Alexandria

POSTAL ADDRESS PO Box 271 Newtown, 2042
PHONE (02) 319 0529

EAX We desperately need one to be donated

OPENING HOURS
TUESDAY TO FRIDAY
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY

I lam ~8pm
JTam~5pm

PARKING Plenty of free parking]

TRAINS

10 munuote walk down Gibbons Street then Fenderson
Road from Redfern Station. Or 15 minute walk down
Henderson Road from Erskineville Station.

SYDNET
UNMIVERSITY
CaMPUsS

whet
Swansan $;

FERSKINEVILLE

BUSES
WEEKDAYS: 305 down Botany Roead from Central
WEEKDAYS AND WEEKENDS: 309 and 310 from Circular

Quzay, thirough Central and down Botany Rd.
Get off near the corner of Henderson Rd.

3 mmute walk down Henderson 1R oad,

306 and 308 go down Henderson Road.

REFRESHMENTS
Tea, coffee and biscuits are provided for volunteers.

KIDS
Children are welcome to visit the Children’s [Loom
and library.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOUt




On October the 10th, 1994, consultants for THE
MINISTRY FOR THE STATUS AND ADVANCEMENT
OF WOMEN (NSW State Government) are
conducting a phone-in to canvass opinions
regarding the establishment of a WOMEN'S
Nothing definite ahout

CENTRE FOR NSW.
a centre has yet been established. This
phone-in is to determine whether women
want a centre, and if they do, exactly what
they would like to see in a centre.

E At THE WOMEN'S LIBRARY we encourage
you to call the number {it's a free call) and
put THE WOMEN'S LIBRARY on the Ministry’s
agenda. ® Maybe you believe there does
not need to be a new women's centre
esiablished, but there needs to be more
funding for existing services such as THE
WOMEN'S LIBRARY. & Or you may believe
that the existing WOMEN'S INFORMATION AND
REFERRAL SERVICE {estahlished by the
Ministry) could be expanded to include an
inter-agency networking facility, with new
funding opportunities established for existing
services {like THE WOMEN'S LIBRARY ).

e Oryou may see the need for a new centre
which you believe should house existing
services (eg. THE WOMEN'S LIBRARY) in a
centrat location and provide wages for

workers who currently offer their services

voluntarily. Please be sure to have yaur say

{and let others know). CALL 008 817 227
ON OCTOBER 10 and do your bit toward
finding funding for THE WOMEN’S LIBRARY.

re you interested in CONTRIBUTING A
BOOK rather than cash for your membership
fee? YOU CAN! But there are one or two conditions.
The only books that we can accept in place of
membership fees will have to be purchased from the
list of titles lodged with THE FEMINIST BOOKSHOP
{see advertisement on PAGE 9 for address details ).

This list will contain titles that are required readir
women's studies courses, and this system will ensure
that we do not receive multiple copies of some tles.
and no copies of others. (As you can see, this works
just like having a wedding fist at David Jones!)

Simply bring your book, membership form anc
receipt to the library during opening hours, and we wil
be happy to process your membership on the spot.

VAOAEIN CRECKING OUT TiHE WisH LST AT THE LAUNCH PARTY

NEWSLETTER
PRODUCTION

epiTor VICK HARDING

ryYpiNGg DONITA SHADWICK
LayouT INGRID URH




¢ You must become a member of THE WOMEN'S LIBRARY o be eligible The Womens br_ary 18 hoicimg a
to borrow books, huga *garage saie tG ralse
s MEMBERSHIP FEES per year are : e
$50 funded institutions
$30 unfunded institutions and waged individuals
$20 unwaged individuals
$5 high schoo! students
¢« LOAN PERICD
Two weeks for all books except required Women's Studies texts,
which can be borrowed for one week.
Disabled members or those living outside the Sydney metropolitan
region are eligible for loans of four weeks (two weeks for required
Women's Studies texts). These books can be sent to you, or betler
still, get a friend to pick them up for you,
s Members must lodge a $10 deposit with us before borrowing,
This deposit is retained by THE WOMEN'S LIBRARY if a book is not
returned or is returned damaged,
It may also be retained if a book becomes very overdue.
¢ This deposit is held by THE WOMEN'S LIBRARY until you are no longer
a mernber Members who have done volunteer work for the library on
a number of occasions (active members) are exempt from this deposit.
e Serials, magazines, journals and reference materials cannot be
borrowed, but may be read in the library.
We have a photocopier for the use of members
e Members can borrow up to three books al once.
s Loans may be renewed by person or by phone, unless the books are
ON FEServe or very overdue.

We are pleased to announce that The Women's Library raffie raised
approximately $1,500 for the library. Thanks to all who sold tickets and
thanks to the businesses wha donated prizes {their advertisements
appear in this, the last, or the next issue of our newsletter).

The winners were;

E 15t (6 mths membership to Newtown Gym} - Inner West Vet Hospital
E 2nd (Atour for 2 to the vaiue of $190 with BreakOut Tours) - P. Finlay
E 3rd (Books from the Library Shop, The State Library) — Judith Cobb
B 4th {§100 voucher from Downbeatl Music) - Judy Howe

B 5th (2 tickets to Hamiet at Belvoir Street Theatre) — Allie

B 6th (Voucher from Oggi Haircutters) ~ Lerraine Reynolds




| THE WOMEN’S LIBRARY
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
CONVENOR - Vicki Harding
TREASURER ~ Ellen Shenfield
SECRETARY - Natalya Lusty
COMMITTEE MEMBERS - Anne Jones,
Mary FBrien, Wendy Holz,

Anneliese French, Suzanne Delaney,

Victoria Hunt, Helen Garnaut

PUBLICITY SUB-COMMITTEE
CO-ORDINATOR - Victoria Hunt
COMMITTEE MEMBERS ~ Joanuia
Syriatowicz, Nicole Moore,
Annabelle Lukin

LIBRARY SYSTEMS WORKING
GROUP

CO-CRDINATOR - Wendy Holz
GROUP MEMBERS - Anne lones,
Helen Garnaut, Mary O'Brien,
Samantha Beaty, Jo Alley, Aune
Hocking, Annie Bonney, Lesley
Watson )

DESKTOP PUBLISHING
MNEWSLETTER AND BROCHURE
DESIGN AND LAYOUT ~ Ingrid Urh
OTHER DESKTOP PUBLISHING -
Momnika Jansch, Alana Logan

NEW LOGO - Victoria Hunt and
Antonia Pesent

POSTCARD DESIGN ~ Gabrielle

EQUIPHMENT DOHATIONS
PHOTCCOPIER - Marion Centre
Wornen’s Refuge

MICROFHCHE READER/PRINTER ~
Plather Exploration Ltd

COLLATION OF REQUIRED
READING LISTS
Suzanne Fraser, Deb Worsley-1e

WORKING BEES, MAILOUTS
AND MEETINGS

The Woimen’s Library Committee
members and Annabelle Lukin,
Anna, Annie Helstock, Carmel,

Caroline, Caz, D1 Yerbury, Eva Cox,

Evelyn Synnott, Fiona Kerr, Joanne
Roddis, Karen Davis, Karen Dubb,
Katharine Sale, Maritsa Karamina,
Nicola (3'Shea, Pearle Clustre,
Simone Ford, Sue Chalmers, Sue
Kucharova, Trish, and Ximena
Quinones-Géldrex

STAFFING
The Women's Library Commuttee
members and Angela Sokialis, Auna
Fitzpatrick, Bernie Sheehan, Diana,
Evelyn Symott, Gabnelle Cleekind,
Gillian Little, Janine Garrier, Jen
Bliss, Jennifer Russell, joanne
Roddis, Julie Savage, Karen Davis,
Lesley Watson, Melinda Conry,
Nicola O’Shea, Nicole Moore, Paula
Major, Samantha Beaty, Simone
Ford, Tamaris Cameron, Thea
Corbett

THE LAUNCH PARTY

The Women's Library Commitice
members and Alana Logan, Alex
Smith, Amanda Thompson, Angela
Pirk, Anna Couani, Anne Hocking,
Brandon Cavallari, Catherine
Fargher, Celia White, Cindy and
That Girl Group, Clare, Debra
Anthonisz, Dianne Payne, Fom
Drury, Fiona Kerr, Fiona Munro,
Fiona Power, Ingnd Urh, vone
Curto, Jade Snow-Kemety, Judith
Greenaway, Janelle Mussared, Jeanne
Ellard, Jennifer Bliss, Jessup Watson-
Brown, Jo Northey, Joanna
Syriatowicz, Joanne Frare, Karen
Davis, Karen Smith, Kerry Cheers,
Kym Hodder, Lesley Watson, Lisa,
Magda Szubanskl, Marele Day,
Mignon, Nicola O'Shea, Nicole
Moore, Pauline Mcleod, Rosemary
Moon, Samautha Beary, Samantha
Leith, Sherrt Hilario, Susie Wickes,
Ximena Quifiones—Géldrez

LAUNCH PARTY SPONSORS
The Bookshop - Newtown, Café
Blue, The Craven, The Feminist
Bookshop, Frito-Lay Ausualia,
Gleebooks, Green Iguana, Hal,
KFC, Maiborough Hotel —
Newtown, Qddbins, Schweppes
Drinks, Sauth Sydney Coundil,
Spanish Deli Café, Spring Valley,
Steppin’ Qut, Sydney Gay and
Lesbian Mardi Gras Workshop,
Thai Thai, The White Cockatoo —
Petersham

DECOGRATION OF KID’S RCOM
Rosemary Kent and the children

of Waterloo Public School

We're serious about
your fitness

Level One, 294 King Street, Newtown
PHONE (02} 519 6969
FAX (02) 519 6317
Mon to Sat éam - 10pm
Sun Bam ~ 6pm
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E Early in September a set of
E

E

E

1920's Art Deco woodcuts
will he sold by a bidding
pracess as a fundraiser

organised by the WOMEN'S
AIDS PROJECT, ACON for
Positive Women {NSW},

The bidding opens with an

exhibition of the woodcuts,

E

E

i

£

E which are erotic images of

E women, and have been

E donated by a Belgian artist.

E VENUE

E The Bare Gallery, Newtown

E DETAILS

E Contact SHAN SHORT

E  forfurther information,

E ortoreceive aninvitation;

{02) 206 2049 or (02) 206 2054
Tuesday to Thursday

5

H



{you didn go to The Women's Library launch party
then you'll just have to read about . Bt be warned

that once you read about it you wiil wish even more
that you had been there.

The night saw hundreds of women gather at Alexandria
Town Halt ali eager 10 view for the first time The Women's
Library in its finished state.

Judging by the excited cries of delight and awe with
frequent comments such as “Wowl! It's a real library' being
echoed through the corridors, the committee and all those
who have been actively involved were feeling very proud
Loand very very relieved.

With the hall filled to capacity. the might's entertainment
ncluded a reading by Marele Day (a snippet from her yet-
to-be-released novel, to tempt all those Claudia Valentine
fans) and Anna Couani's personat and humorous response
1o the women's movement — its high points and its ironies.

Pauline Mcleod had the audience enthralled with her
ammated story of Brulga the dancing bird and what
happens when a girl breaks the rules. Also exploring the
theme of transgression was the mult-media performance
wiritter and performed by Catherine Fargher with Susie
Wicices, Celia White and Fiona Munro,

With plenty of food and drink Lo replenish the culturally
overicaded audience, the evening was crowned by the
presence of the queen of comedy, Magda Szubanski, who
warned us of the dos and don'ts of “femmine protection”
{gon't leave home without #11),

The laurch itself was the highlight of the night with the
eloguent duc, Anne Deveson and Dale Spender delivering
speeches of cangratulations before cutting that red ribbon
which dedlared the hibrary officially open. From then on it
was champagne and much merrymaking until we all
staggered home weary but jubilant.

NATALYA LUSTY

SNOOPY 77 PERFORMING AT THE WOMEN'S LIBRARY LALNCH PARS

14 Oxford Street

Paddington 331 2665

OPEN 7 DAYS

STATE LIBRARY OF NSW
Macquarie Street, Sydney NSW 2000
PHONE (02} 230 1611 FAX {02) 235 3348
OPEN 7 DAYS

Austrafia’s only specialist Australiana bookshop

(The (Women’s %’ar ) %ms

TO HOUSE. ..

A comprehiensive range of feminist and lesbian novels,
rexts, journals and magazines, and in particular ro
house all Australian lesbian books and magazines

¢
All required reading for tertiary courses in Sydney
that focus on women's issues
€
The works of Aboriginal woenmen and women
of non -English speaking backgrounds wriring
in Australia
¢
A collection relevant to women of non-English
speaking backerounds
€
1o provide a comfortable and accessible space
Jor borrowing, reading and relaxing
¢
10 act as a local wonien’s resource centre
4
1o provide a children’s roonn with a range
of great children’s books



atalya Lusey and 1 have recenty returned from
Melbowrne where we attended the 6ch IFBF from
27th to 3lst July. We were delighted with the
enormous mterest shown in The Women's Library by all

who stopped by ar the stand.

If our conversations with many women from all over
Australia come 1o froidoen, 5 years down the line I'm sure
we'll see a Women's Library in every capital city. We were
the envy of many, and congratulations came from alj
around.

Arned with stationery to die for (proudly sporting the
new TWL fogo), sample bags and loads of enthusiasm, we
were able te meet many publishers, disibutors, authors,
booksellers. media personnel aud representatives of
community groups to inroduce the library, negotiate
possible dornatons. subseriptions and exchanges and tell
the story of the library’s foundation. Our new posteards
and bookmarks were very popnlar, as were the sample

bags which have gone ro homes worldwide.

The theme of this fair, whicl is a bi-annual event, was

Undigenons, Asian and Pacific writing and publishing’. About
200040 visrrors (mainly woimen) from all over the world

converged on Melbowrne; the 7th IFBF will be held in
Brazil n 1996 — I'm saving my pennies abready.

It was most valuable to be able to establish contacts
with women and groups from all over Anstralia and
overseas. And being in the righe place ar the right time
when the fair was packing up, we were able to secure
abourt 15 boxes of books and magazines ‘hot off the press’,
as well as many interesting brochures, catalogues
cte..theres even a new-style ot set produced by twe
New Zealand women who had a stand close by,

As D write whilst i the Bbrary, 1 have been visited byvg
two women from Barcelona who publish a newsletrer,
‘Laberint’, for Spanish-speaking leshians, which will now
be received in the library in exchange for our own
newsletter. | think we can expect many such contacts a g
result of our artendance at the fair,

TWL s most grateful for the generous support of
Gleebooks, and in particutar Anneliese French, who
arranged prominent exposure f(or TWIL - Besig
swrounded by their generous disply of women's titles wis

Just like being ar home!

MARY O'BRIEN

n2nd July, an initial meeting was held where
fifteen women came together to discuss Waye
inwhich the library can effectively involve and

represent Aborigmal women and women from non-
Enghsh speaking backgrounds in the library process
and collection.

As a result of the meeting, books by and about
Aboriginal women will be kept separately for ease of
access. Seme members of the group will also work
toward finding spensorship to build up this part of the
coliection.

Alsc discussed was the need to house relevant
books i languages other than English. in order 1o do
this we need 1o find bilingual women who have
contacts with imternational publishers, so that we can
locate and obtain appropriaté books. This project will
e a fong term one, focussing on one language at a
time. Please don't hesitate to contact the library if you
have relevant skills that you are willing to offer.

Other ideas include establishing a collection of
unpublished manuscripts, setting up an audio-visual

cofiection, running & wiiting project and holding
taunches. Obvicusly the lbrary is restramed by faci of
funding and consequently we are dependent on the %
matiative of volunteers to sel up and run projects,

Ag a result of this meeting, and others that are 1o
follow, we hope to seek out interested Koori women
and women of non-English speaking backgrounds 1o
become involved. Please call VICKE on 219 0529
if you are inlerested.

[T R M S A M g
¥ - . o '
E - ! : k
EARASRIAISISTNE
g Moving? :
" Ute and driver/lifter :
: $35 per hour (including petrol) :
! PHONE JUDITH !
018 981837
R e e D M R s R MK M e W e s s el



s the Tnternational
Year of the Family’
takes the spotlight,
it seems we may be
and

the crimes

ignoring
shames that lurk in its shadow.

I her book *Crimes of Vielence:
Avstralion respesises (o rape and child
sexial assauli’, JAN BRECKENRIDGE
brings to light the messages we don't
eally want to hear. As a lecturer in
gontemporary social theory, she finds
that the public response o issues such
as sexual assault is too often a
preference to be feft in the dark,

“People don't want 1o ki Ir inakes
them feel 1o wnsafe and 1t thvearens their
ideals albout the savctity of the fanily”
says Jan. “If your threaten the 2.2 children
ane the nuelear fanily wnlt, that nessage
hecomies misconstrued and yon are
considered a hereric.”

It seems that our society is
particularly good ac misconstruing
messages. On one hand we publicly
say we think child sexual assault is
disgusting but, when faced with the
reality, we  often dismiss  the
responsibiiity of the offender. The
affender is made invisible,

According to Jan, there are many
myths which make this process
Firstly, we now
expertencing a backlash in the

possible. are
demand for community services,
which has rurned the focus from the
needs of the victim o those of the
offender.  This  counters  the
extrzordinary progress made in New
South Wales between 1984 and 1988
i the standard of for
survivors. Whilst help for offenders 1s
obviousty smportant, it should surely

service

not be at the expense of survivors.
Furthermore, legislation around
child sexual assault is one of the few
sers of legislation stll to be gender
neutral, There is currentdy a trend to
subsume child sexual violence under

the term ‘child abuse’, which hides

JAN BRECKENRIDGE, bringing
to light the invisible offender
and the culture which hides him

gender differences and the different
dynamics involved in child sexual
assault. Whereas offenders of child
emotional abuse, physical abuse and
neglect are split between men and
waomen, with sexual offenders the
majority is still male.

“hist zaying there are power relatfons
deesit’t necessarily mean they’re good or
bad bt vehat is characteristic of patriarchal
societios 5 the wse of sexual nieays to
exthibit or claint powen” says Jan. T doant
think it’s possilile 16 remove rape and
fncest from that patriarchal spstem.”

Being a systemic problem, it
requires more than just looking at
individual cases of rape or cluld sexual
assault, What needs to be examined is
the way people have historically
understood the relationships berween

men, women and children m terms of

sexual ownership.

The way women are located in
this context is that they're either
dismissed as absolutely
unimportant or given enormous
power, by virtue that they should
have stopped it or known better,
Once again, a shift of blame.

being

Jan says women can be blamed s
a number of ways — mothers in
particular. “You've only got to look ai
some of the atritudinal stuff that’s coming
up with magistrates and judges about
women in relation to sexual orimes. There
is siill the concept that women, if they
were being good, should have known.”

She belteves that people just don’t
know how to respond to rape and
child sexual vieience. There s
insufficient ongoing supervision of
the Department of Communivy
Services; there it insufficient ongoing
supervision of the police; and there
are insufficient conferences for child
sexual assault where experience can
be shared.

This means that, on the whole,
there is insuificient accountabiliry.
And a lack o specialist services then
leads to a lick of specialist responses.
Peaple cither deny the occurrence or
minimise the significance.

Before Crdmes of Violence', very
little Hrerature had even been written
about rape and child sexual assaule
frem  a  specifically  Australian
perspective. This book combines a
whole range of different voices -
workers in the field, people in
research, women who have been
raped all talking about their
experiences. It is an atrempt to get
some dialogue going about being
more responsive, both to research
needs and service provision.

Jan Breckenridge reminds us that
with child sexual assault it s difficule
to determine an absolute wuth; only
dominant discourses, mstitutions and
power relationships at the time, from
which we come up with what seems
to be koowledge. Hence the
importance of hearing the various
voices and of seeing the faces behind
the myths.

“It is about gender and ir is still a
political tssre,” Jan says. While we are
busy ceicbrating the family and its
merits this vear, let us not forget that,

RACHAEL TURK
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Here is a sample of the kind of books you will be able to find in
The Women'’s Library. All of the following iitles have bees
donated by the publishers or the author. Thank you to the
following publishers, anthors and reviewers for your support.

THE FALLING WOMARN
SUSAN HAWTHORNE
SPINIFEX, MELBOURNE, 1992

This book tells the story of & woman whao is conjured in
three ways. There s the life journey of Stella through
childhood and adolescence to wonnanhood; there is the
camping holiday of Estella and her lover Olga as they
journey deep into the heart of outback Australia; and
there is the spiritual jouwrney of Estelle to confront the
very nature of fennnine being.

The interleaving of these stories occurs in both first
and third person and although initially disconcerting
because of the shifts in narrator and mood, the deftness of
the writing compensates for this,

The more tinear narrative of the Stella section was
more engaging, whilst the depiction of the relationship of
Stelia and Olga lacked substance and remzined oo
shadowy and loosely defised for this reviewer’s
satisfaction. It was however, the mythopoetic story of
Estelle that was too taxing to sustain an unflagging
interest. Those silio stay with the book though, will find
many delights.

Susan Mawthorne has devised a hook of grear scope.
imaginaea and wnbition, and THE FALLING WOMAN s
consequently a challenging book to read. The writer’s
erudition makes for an enlightened journey for the reader
herself. For example, it charts with great compassion and
clarity the nature of epilepsy and its enveloping effects.

I felt grear empathy for the falling woman and
wondered how the story would end, v does in 2 most
unusual but surprisingly satisfying way. This is a book that
entertains as well as nforms.

PAMELA LEWIS

UNLEASHING FEMINISH - CRITIQUING LESBIAR
SADOMASOCHISHM IN THE GAY RINETIES

ED. IRENE RETH

HERBOOKS, USA, 1994

When ) was asked to review this book Iimimediately
thought “OH NO! Not a book on sademasochisin. 've
already read all abour thar. Why can’t they send me sonething
interesting, like a lesbian detective novel, for a change?”

Being a dutiful reviewer 1 nonetheless proceeded to
read this collection of radical feminist writings and found
myself getting absorbed and challenged. It proved to be
much more than a mere critque of sadomasochism,

The quality of writing and analysis is very high and
together they give an insight into the tenor of our time.
Often when we are canght up with day to day life we lose
perspective on the broader oends of the era we are in and

can only see, i hindsight, the flavour of the 60s or 20s.
This book lets us know what is happening in the 90s and
what the implications might be.

The collection consists of seven contributions which
range from long theoretical pieces to poetry and short
stories. Contrary to expectation they are not merely
diarribes against sadomasochism but well reasoned
abservations which mclude a critique of how power
differentials also operate 11 the relationships of anti-SM
lesbrans.

In Anna Livia's creative contribution, a lesbian
humiliated by her right-on lover realises, “Thank feavens

Jor sade-nasochisis, withour them 1 never would have kuewn

that you could consent to huniiliation and therefore. . awithield
consent.”

The major essay by Kathy Miriam reveals the chan
lesbian SM ideology has undergone from claiming to b
form of feminism to being actively anti-femimst, Gomg
beyond critigue she suggests how feminism, which s
dangerously under attack by the Gayly Queer agents of
the patriarchy, might revitalise and re-poligcise itself,

Similarly DA, Clarke, who used to be a Gay Pride
organiser, explains that she has dropped out of the Gay
community “whose cultre is dontinated by gay male vadiiions
and aesthetics, {and ) is {dennifying itsell witl the sex hndusiey ™.

Clarke abhors the hypocrisy which upholds the righus
of fice speech to glorify the tormire and humiliaton of
wormen (surely a standard feature of patriarchy rather than
the rebellion iv is painted to be) and yer advocates the

gagging of anti-gay forces.

SM s not, she points out, a trendy style amongst youth
which will pass. “fr is a long adral iradition futhe
industrialised West”, Trene Retd develops this perspecuive
further in her contribution as @ Jewish daughter of Nazi
holocaust survivors. P

UNLEASHING FEMINISM reveals how the “War Against
Feminisiny’ has penetrated our very midst and warns us o
be wary., it is a valuable conribution to Jesbian feminist

debate and a good read. Feminists who are still dedicated
to eliminating the agonising pain of women’s oppression
will be heartened by its insights while the “stylish’ 90%
lesbians may be given pause for thought - if they pur
down their sex toys catalogue long enough to read it.
CHRIS SITKA

NO MATTER WHAT
MARY SARACING
SPINSTERS INK, MINNEAPOLIS, 1993

The ten-year-old narrator in this novel of a working class
Catholic family falling apart is Peapur, the oldest daughrer
and her mother’s confidante, “Long ago”, the novel begins,
“Janade a promise 1o love wy wother with afl vy heart and sonl.
No matter what.” )

Peanut does love her mother, even when that mother
is less thap lovable and the reader wants to kick her arse



Mama is having an affair with a priest and plans to run
away with him, aking her young daughters but not her
older sons. Her departure is always possible and everyone
15 aware of it. The strain of this constant possibility divides
the family even more, perhaps, than the action itself,

foois the strength of this at umes seering account of
family breakdown that we never enzirely lose sympathy for
Mama, despite what she puts her children through. They
are put through too much, especially poor Peanut, who is
not only her mother's confidante but alse her skivvy and
child-minder. :

The husband is a boor who communicates only with
God. The priest may turn out to be not much better, but
at least he is 2 change and his manners are better. One is
constantly aware of the wap of motherhood, poverty and
ll-education that has caught Maria and it is because of
this that one doesn’t really blame her
something better, even if 11 turns out to be an illusion.

The book sometimes seems overlong; the same scenes:
repear themselves. Bur that is the peint, realiy: for the
children, hke a nmighmmare that will never end, at least not

unol Mama nm]\cs her decision. When she finally does,
. Butr what of the sons?
ANNE COOMES

=me senses that Peanur will survive

WE SAY WE LOVE EACH OTHER
MINNIE BRUCE PRATT
SPINSTERS/AUNT LUTE, SAN FRANCISCO, 1985

If vou have ever wondered it there 15 such a thing as good
lesbian poetry, the answer i ves. WE SAY WE LOVE EACH
OTHER s a collection of meastired yet passionate poems in
wingh Minnie Bruce Prawe traces all that she has known of
the forms and distorgons of love between women, from
mother o lover to seif.

I emee heard o story abour Minnie Bruce, about haw
she abhsays writes on 2 manual typewriter because that way
she doesit have to waorry about the possibility of power
faiture, of being unable to get her words onto paper just
the way she wants them.

I don’t know il | believe that story exactly,
me Ler poems read Dike they are written 1 stone, carved
Each one is a monument to a wonuan she has

because to

1 grante.
kiown or an experience she has shared.

Lass, Tust, rage, joy, peaches and an old torn shire, PPratt
writes the seufl of her life and more often than not 1 found
that it was the stll of my Bfe too. | cannot recommend
this book highly enough.

LUCY TATMAN

KIsS & TELL
RGCBBI SCMMERS
THE NAIAD PRESS, FLORIDA, 1991

“Favans i all = a bad givl, g rebel pivl, a sieet givl, a good girl, a
wild - haired femme, a wugh-assed bt = Ve it all”,) writes
R.abbi Sommers by way of introduction to this collection
of raunchy lesbian rell-all stories. Sommers, author of the
best-selling PLEASURES AND PLAYERS, is certainly not
facking m muagiation and she writes a good ughe story
when it comes to leshian erotica.

The fourteen stories in KISS & TELL are so diverse in
would be surprised if there
every dyke amongst them;

content and context that

wasn’t something o ‘please’

for grabbing #

This novel is the-story of the muin . character’

from Marla who'll do anything o get into med school, to
Marci who discovers that a visit to the dentist isn’t always
bad, to Frauces who celebrates her 40th birthday in style,
to the biker gang who are more than happy to fulfil a
cashimere clad gal's wildest fantasies. ..

In these ‘sex war’ years where dykes, lesbians, butches,
femmes, gay women, feminists (just to name a few!) have
very. different opimions as to what constitutes ‘good’
leshian sex, it’s rare to find a woman who will publicly sit
on the fence and non-judgementally juggle the lotr — but
Robbi Sorumers manages (or chooses) to do just that.
You'll find a 111]%{, of se\ual ; ﬁom vanilla 1o

e imagination
mndividual. ..

JUDITH {ON

GIVE ME YOUR GOOD EAR
MAUREEN BRADY

 SPINSTERS MK, MINNEAPOLIS, 1994

struggle to
break from a destructive relationship in her adulthood.
She does tlus by making connections to her childhood,
her relationship with her mother and her memories of her
father, including the circumstances surrounding his death.

Her father was an alceholic and her present
relationship is with an emotionally dependent
hypachondriacal male. He uses emotional manipulation to
control her and to deny her the right to her own
emotional responses,

The story is about how she connects &is behavicur
with her fathers and discovers how she dewmed o welate o
men. The novel 15 abour the beginmng of the process of
identifying that she wants something different fmmm her
fife than what she was taught to wanr,

I found the wrining style annoyiagly simplistic,
especially as the author, Maureen Brady. s a teacher of
creative writing. The final confrontation berween the
main character and her mother, which the reader waits for
from chapter four, is disappointingly writzen.

The novel is written in a very naturalistic style, 1 found
Hatness of the style repeatedly
continued

sections interesting, but the f
bored me unul T lost mcerest. 1 wouldn'’t have
rexding 11, except for necessity to write this review.

. JENNIFER RUSSELL
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ABSTRACTLY REPRESENTED
HAZEL SMITH

BUTTERFLY BOOKS, NSW,
DONATED BY THE AUTHOR

1991

My previous experiences with poetry have been limited to
limericks and romantic poets studied in high school, 5o i
found Hazel Smith’s, ABSTRACTLY REPRESENTED, an
interesting experience.

The utle is very appropriate as there is a Jot of variety
represented within the book, While not ali the poerry and
performance texts are my cup of tea, I did find this book
fascinating as a documented journey through Smith’s life.

Smith.has div ded her: poems into a number of
SECLions. [ found the tnsl wumns };Ll lalc
vn;l\ rather self-mdulgent. e

The poet s writing for herself: and admm ilm in hm
preface, T wsually start o write srot so mnich - because T have a
particrdar subject I need 1o write about, but becanse | have ai
strge to tanipulate words i new.avays” (p ).

Bearing this comment in ‘mind, the peet’s experiments
with rhiythm and movement become an exciting journey
of words. $Smith uses words that flow well with i]‘ll‘t‘]'(‘.ﬁtin(’
syncopation. She s conscious of the mechanies of poetry
‘Lifestyled’, where pocory
itself is discussed and manipulated.

Smith has experimented with many different siyles of
poetry and especially with sound. It becomes evident that
sound ‘;uhcr than meamng has become more important to
Smith. Her use of alliteration and assonance in “Texws
Weave \\forld Tomb’ is rather awe-inspiring.

It would be interesting to see the performance texts
acrually performed, as 1 feel a lot has been lost in their
To her credit, Smith gives deriled

However,

writing which is evident in

translation to paper.
instrictions on how these texts are to be performed.

However, it s the last section of the book that
captured my interest — Smith's earlier poems (1982-1984).
These poems are far more aggressive and punchy. They
are high in allusion and readily identfiable images. In
short 1 found these earlier poenss a lot more accessible.

ABSTRACTLY REPRESENTED is a book of one poet’s
experiments and makes an interesting read to see how
poetry, words, thythm and sound can be explored. While
I do not necessarily appreciate the poetry Siith eventually
grew into, | do appreciate the fact that she was prepared o
expand and explore as a poer. This book is 2
documentation of thar growth.

VICKI BATES
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UNDER THE SOUTHERN CROSS
CLAIRE MCNAB

THE NAIAD PRESS, FLORIDA, 1992

A lesbian novel set in Australial And by Claire McINab -
the author of the tightly woven Detective Carol Ashton
mysteries. A combination not to be missed, or so |
thought unul T actually read UNDER THE SOUTHERN CROSS..

Like most Aussie dvkes 1 am starved of good lcsbnn
fiction which is actually ser in Auvstralia, | don’t know w hy
this dearth exists, but it does. Certainly it is not due to a
lack of talented Australian writers. And yes this is a plea to
them!

Sa what exactly do [ ‘mean by ‘good lesbian ficnen™
Well, 1 don’t have a particularly Iugh “academic” standard
when it comes to fiction and 1 am the first 1o admit o a

“ipartiality for good mindless ‘tash’ every now and then,
But I do draw the line at lesbiamised *Mills & Boon’

‘In my opinton UNDER THE SOUTHERN CROSS either
falls beyond or is suspiciously close to such a line. | ke a
can relate ro the characters, believe
As a lesban and a

story in which |
them and even come to like them.

Cfeminist 1o expect more frem a leshian ploc than ‘closeted

career woman meets out leshian equals anguish, vam
passion and happily ever aftey’
As for the Australian scromng,
I'd read such descripaons of Avers Rock
the Great Barrier Reef and Cape
ar least then I would be

I would have been more
convinced if
(Ukarn}, Alice Springs,
Tribulation in travel brochures -
expecting embelhshment!

The combination of THE WELL OF LONELINESS and
DESERT HEARTS which McNab has woven 11 UNDER THE
SOUTHERN CROSS is just ot my cub of tea. Jv wl]
however appeal o die-hard romamics, especially those
who haven't worked out that 31U0s 19647

Would just a sprinkling of feminist politics {or even

just a realistic portrayal of leshian relationships) be asking

too much?
JUDITH {ON

The views and opimions expressed o these reviews are those
of the writers, and do not necessavily epresent the views of
The Womens Library comniittee or individial commitioe menbers. ’\
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UPCOMING EVENTS

THE WOMEN’S LIBRARY GARAGE SALE
73 Garden St, Alexandria _
September 3, Yam ENQUIRIES (02) 319 6529

MEETING - NEW WOMEN’S BED & BREAKFAST
Profits donated to empowering women and clildren
September 10, 3pm, 18 Smmmons St, Enmore
ENQUIRIES (02) 516 3221 (10am—10pm}

THE WOMEN’S LIBRARY BOOKFAIR

Clebe Public School Hall, Derwent St, Glebe
September 24, 10am—4pm ENQUIRIES (02) 319 0529
ETH WOMEN ARD LABOUR CONFERENCE
Macquarie University

Sept 29-30 ENQUIRIES Marce Murray {02) 850 8861
ALLER & URWIRKN

EVENINGS ON WOMEN'S WRITIKNG

FINDING YOUR MARKET

Room 1, YWCA, 511 Wentworth Ave, Darlinghurst
Seprember 29 ENQUIRIES Julia Hancock (02) 901 4088
TONGUES-IN-CHIC: BLUETONGUES LESBIAK
WRITING CORNRFERENCE

Ocraber 21-22 ENQUIRIES Margarer Bradstock

(02) 638 8575 or Beatnz Copelle (02) 558 5930

ALLEN & UNWIKR

EVEMIMGS ON WOMEN'SE WRITING

WRITING AND POLITICS

Room I, YWCA, 5-11 Wentworth Ave, Darlinghurst
23 November ENQUIRIES Juha Hancock (02) 901 4088
AUSTRALIAN WOMERN'S STUDIES ASSOCIATION
ANKNUAL CONFERENCE

WOMEN AND THE POLITICS OF CHANGE

Geelong Campus, Deakin University, Victoria
Devember 4—6 ENQUIRIES (0) 52 272597

SYDMNEY WRITERS FESTIVAL

State Library of NSW

January 2026

ENQUIRIES Margaret Bourke 61 2 230 1499
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National Library of Australia News

oth Invernational Feminist Bookfair News

Sydney Women’s Liberation Newsletter

Victorian Wornen's Liberation Newsletter

Action News e Mountain Lesbian News
Agender e Pink Thylacines
Aunstralian Feminist Studies & Playworks Newsletter
BreakOut Tours PPt News

Broadside Queensland Mride
Gayzette

GLPCI Nevwork
Grapevine
Hersay

Lesbiana

Rouge
Sappho of the Hunter
Steetwize
Varim Up
Women and Work
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BCOK DONATIOKS

IF YOU WOQULD LIKE TC DONATE BOOKS FOR THE
LIBRARY'S COLLECTION, DROP OFF POINTS ARE:

THE WOMEN'S LIBRARY

73 Garden Street, Alexandria

THE FEMINIST BOOKSHOP

Shop 9, Orange Grove Plaza, Balmain Road, Lilyfield

Please contact us at PO BOX 271, NEWTOWRN 2042,

_if you would like us to pick up your donation. Please note

that The Women’s Library has a no-strings-attached
donations policy. The Women'’s Library reserves the right
to decide whether a donated item will be integrated into
the cellection, discarded, exchanged or sold.

BOOCKS DONATED
BY AUTHORS/CONTRIBUTORS/EDITORS

&
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ABSTRACTLY REPRESENTED Hazel Smich
RUNNING WITH FIRE
FLIGHT OF KOALAS
SMALL REBELLIONS
Louise Katherine Wakeling & Margaret Bradstock
EDGE CITY ON TWO DIFFERENT PLANETS
Margaret Bradstock & Louise Wakeling
POIMT OF DEPARTURE
THE AUTCRIOGRAPHY OF JEAN DEVANNY
Carole Ferrier {ed)

Eoulse Wakeling
Margaret Bradstock

Carole Ferrier {ed)

PARADISE FLOW Jean Devanny; Carole Ferrier (ed)
WHAT ARE YA? Jenny Pausacker
PALOMING Elizabeth Jollev

TRANSITORY MOMENTS Jan Ferran
MOTHERS GROWING UP

THE HOTTEST NIGHT OF THE CENTURY
IT'S A MANN'S WORLD  Colette Mann with Annie Page
TELL ME I'M HERE
FACES OF CHANGE Anne Deveson
LUCY IN THE LEAP YEAR Nadia Wheatley
MY PLACE MNadia Wheatley & Donrna Rawling
THE HOUSE THAT WAS FUREKA Nadin Wheatley
STATISTIC FOR THE NEW WORLD  )Hpui Saravanamatu
LANGUAGE OF THE ICONS
MIDDLE AGED MAIDENS

THE HAPPY PEOPLE AND OTHERS
TUESDAY NIGHT LIVE Jeri Kroll & Barry Westbury {eds)
MONSTER LOVE Jert Kroll
DEATH AS MR RIGHT Jer: Kroll
HOUSE ARREST Jeri Kroll
THE ELECTROLUX MAN Jert Kroll
INDIAN MOVIES Jer1 Kroli
THE CASE OF THE CHINESE BOXES Marele Day
THE LIFE AND CRIMES OF HARRY LAVENDER  Marele Dray
THE LAST TANGO OF DELORES DELGADO  Marele Day

June E de Vaus
Glenda Adamns

Anne Deveson

Enpe Saravanamutru
Cowen Kelly
Gwen Kelly



To become a member of THE WOMEN'S LIBRARY please fill out this form ang enclose a cheque or money order
payable 1o THE WOMEN’S LIBRARY INC. Membership fees are $30 for the fully waged and $20 for others.
Donation of a new title specified on a list at The Feminist Bookshop will be accepted in place of the membership fee.
PLEASE LET US KNb_W IF YOU CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS.

N AME e e e oo oo
ADDRESS ... e e e

POSTCODE o,

HOW DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE WOMEN'S LIBRARY Do B e
FEE ENCLOSED:

1 $50 FUNDED INSTITUTIONS PER YEAR _J $30 WAGED PER YEAR L 520 UNWAGED PER YEAR

PLEASE RETURN this form 10 THE WOMEN'S LIBRARY INC. PO BOX 271, NEWTOWN 2042

THE WOMEN'S LIBRARY
PO BOX 271

MNEWTOWIN NSW 2042 SURFACE POSTAGE
AUSTRALIA PAID
PRINT POST APPROVED MAIL AUSTRALIA

PP255003/01126

THE WOMEN'S LIBRARY constantly needs volunteers, so if you can offer help in any of the following areas,
PLEASE FILL GUT AND RETURN THIS FORM. We wili contact you when we need to.

[] Cataloguing L Desktop publishing - U Fundraising

D Mailouts/newsletler distribution D Reviewing books (specify topics) D Pubiicity

B Staffing the Library D Transport/errands D Typing

OTHER SKILLS YOU WOULD LIKE TO OFFER v, e s U [T
TIME AV AL A B L E et a1 RSt R AR R e TR e
B P E RIEINC E e et ee oo b b s b ae R h R84SR R R eese LR R e
L OO O T O T OO U OO TU oo OO SOy OO O SOOI VRO PROTS TR PR IPOOY
PHONE {HOME) s CWORKD i DATE ..

PLEASE RETURN this form to THE WOMEN'S LIBRARY INC, PO BOX 271, NEWTOWN 2042



