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CONVENOR’S REPORT 2010-2011 
 

TWL acknowledges the traditional owners of the land , the Gadigal people of the 
Eora nation and pays respect to the elders past and  present. 
 
We have a small and dedicated committee this year, but, as we all know, life can get in 
the way, and we do need a few more good women involved in TWL if we are to continue 
to exist!  The library provides a space for groups and community events, as well as 
books (of course!), and a safe space to have a chat or find out information. 
 
Many thanks to Fiona who, after many years of support of TWL on the committee, 
stepped down from the committee last year.  Fiona is still actively involved as a 
volunteer, support person and is currently redesigning our website. Also thanks to Spider 
who contributes her time and considerable technological skills to keep our computers 
running. These are two of the many women over the years whose contributions are often 
unacknowledged but who are the foundations on which TWL rests. 
 
IWD celebrations were a sad event this year, following the death of Liz Ireland. We did 
soldier on with an afternoon of drumming in May, to coincide with Liz’s birthday.  Liz was 
an amazing and inspiring woman who left a mark on all who knew her. She is sadly 
missed by her community, and any who met her. 
 
As the winter months descended on us it was a great time to curl up with a good book. 
We were fortunate in having a donation of 100 new books from the Kibble awards. Many 
thanks to Jean Bedford for her generosity.   A book group began running at the library in 
May, on the first Monday of the month starting at 6.30.  
 
Our regular groups, Lesbian Open House, Oestrogen Doesn’t Rot Your Keyboard and 
the Lesbian Cancer Support Group continue to meet regularly. As well, during the year, 
we have supplied a space for AGM’s for community agencies, one off groups and a 
casual meeting place for many women in the community. 
 
On a serious note, we really do need support from women in the community. The library 
provides a meeting place for women, resources, information, a chance to volunteer and 
meet other women, lesbian and feminist books and is one of the few remaining women’s 
spaces. Without the community, TWL cannot continue to exist and it would be a great 
loss to our community if this happened. We exist because of our wonderful volunteers 
and because, over the years, women have come forward and supported us and because, 
as women, we are very good at doing a great deal with limited resources. We are all 
busy, we all have commitments and involvements, but if you can spare a little time, 
energy, money or skills it would be greatly appreciated. 
 
 
On behalf of the Management Committee, I offer many thanks to our members for your 
support and donations.  The City of Sydney is also thanked for their support through the 
accommodation grants project.  Finally, none of this would have been possible without 
the dedication of our volunteers, and the women on the management committee.  Thank 
you for your commitment and support. 
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This was a sad event this year, as we remembered Liz Ireland and all she contributed to our 
community.  We remembered Liz in our May newsletter, were we gave the back page over to 
Liz.  There is also a tribute ‘wall’ in the library, where women have been writing condolences 
and memories of Liz. Liz had asked that there be no flowers at her funeral service, and that 
people donate to The Women’s Library instead.  This raised over $1,000 for the library, and 
some of it will be used to build some shelving that will house ‘ovarian texts’.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 

                                          
 
These gatherings have proved a wonderful initiative at TWL [by last year’s convenor Fran].  
On 26th September 2010 we all gathered to meet Jean Taylor, author of “Brazen Hussies”- a 
book which documents the heady days of the first decade of Melbourne’s women’s liberation 
movement.  Jean told some wonderful stories about the women’s liberation movement, and 
about women’s early battles to lobby for better access to health care, childcare, and better 
working conditions.  An afternoon tea of stimulating discussion, reminiscing and good food 
was enjoyed by all who attended. Many thanks to Jean for sharing her time with us. 
 
 
                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Winter Solstice book sale  
Raised awareness about TWL, 
raised funds to help with insurance 
costs, and cleared some space on 
our shelves and was well fun!!! 

Our newsletter has come out regularly this year and has featured 
poems, stories and book reviews by our members, as well as 

information about what is going on in our community. 

��� ���� ���� � ������������������������ ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 
 7pm 

Open 
House  
Jeannie 
 

6:30 pm  
 

 
 
7pm 
Meditation 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

6:30pm 2nd 
Monday of the 

Month 
Management 

Meeting 
 

7pm 
Open 
House  
Jeannie 
 

Baby Tribe 
2nd Wed 
11am-
1:30pm 

[part year] 

 
 
7pm 
Meditation 

   

 7pm 
Open 
House  
Jeannie 
 

6:30 pm  
 

 

  
 

 
 
7pm 
Meditation 

  
 
 
 

 

 7pm 
Open 
House  
Jeannie 
 

6-8 pm 
4th 

Wednesday 
The C 
Word 

Siri (ACON) 

 
 
7pm 
Meditation 
 
 

  
4th Saturday  
1pm – 3pm 
Ostrogen 

Doesn’t Rot 
Your Keyboard 

 

 
A new group at The Women’s 

Library!! 
Come along and join Gabe and her 

group of mums. 
 
WHEN: 2nd Wednesday of the 
month 
 
TIME: 11am – 1:30pm 
 
WHERE: The Women’s Library 
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‘Tribute to Liz Ireland’  
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March 2011 

 
                 Earth, Wind and Fire   

Abstract themes of earth, wind and fire. 
by Julz 

Julz is a community artist and this 
was her first exhibition 

 
June  2011 

 
Tryptych  

A work in progress. 
 
June  2011 – September 
2011 
 
We are working on an art 
work to brighten up our walls 
when we do not have an 
exhibition happening. 
Thanks to Sonia, Mif, Hilary, 
Fiona and others for 
contributing. 
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Groups

Borrowing

Returning

Bookstore Purchase

General

 
 

 
 

In 2006 we began collecting more detailed statistic s.  Part of this was a break down 
of membership categories.  We also began collecting  information about library 

enquiries, who was using the library, when it was b eing used and what for.  This 
information is important in guiding future decision s about TWL.   
 
Memberships Processed 2010/20011  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Library Usage - 2010/2011  

 
General includes the use of the internet 
facilities, and this continues to show 
increased usage.  The number of groups 
has remained about the same, but the 
number of people at groups has 
increased.   
 
On average we opened 5 days a week in 
2010/2011. 
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